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Command Verb Explanation of term Examples - A brush

Compare  
(sometimes compare 
and contrast)

State the similarities and differences between two things. Discuss the 
relevance or consequences of these similarities and/or differences, and 
comment on which is preferable.

Compare and contrast two different types of brush.

I have two different hair brushes. The first brush has a wooden-handle 
and a soft-head of bristles. The other brush I could use has a plastic 
handle with short, firm bristles. Both are good quality hair brushes. Their 
handles are smooth and lightweight. Both are fit for purpose and would 
be used when blow-drying hair. The brushes are similarly priced. The 
wooden brush cost £3.50 and the other cost £4. 

The main difference between the brushes is the head of bristles. The 
short, firm bristles are made of nylon and have a scratchy feel to them 
when I brush my hair. The soft bristles do not go easily through my thick 
hair so I have to allow more time and work harder to brush my hair.

Describe Write about the subject giving detailed information, including relevant 
characteristics, qualities or events.

Describe a brush.

A brush has a handle and a head of bristles. The length of the handle, 
size and type of head will vary according to the purpose of the brush.  
There are many different styles and uses for a brush.

Explain Make a subject clear to someone by adding more detail and relevant 
facts and by accounting for the purposes or reasons.

Explain some different types of brushes and why you have settled on 
your chosen brush.

Brushes can be made in many different styles and use a variety of 
materials. The design and material choice are reflected in the cost of the 
brush. Materials can be synthetic or natural. The choice of the material 
would affect the durability and lifespan of the brush.  

I have chosen a wooden pastry brush; the handle is made from olive 
wood and it has natural brush fibres. I chose it because I felt that the 
quality of the brush was most important. I know that this brush is more 
expensive and that I will need to be careful when washing it. However, 
despite these factors, I think that it is worth it.

New ‘Examinations Resource for Teachers and Assessors’ for Level 2 qualifications 
The Resource for Teachers and Assessors document has been created as a tool to help teachers and assessors prepare their 
learners for the external examination. It will help to differentiate between the requirements of the command verbs in the 
short and extended response questions.
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Identify Establish who or what something or someone is.  Identify the object on the table.

The object on the table, with a handle and bristles, is a brush.

Label Give the correct name to identify a person, item or activity. Label the main parts of the brush.

List Make a list of words, brief sentences, comments or ideas that focus on 
the given subject.

List 3 key factors to consider when selecting a brush.

• Handle

• Shape of head 

• Bristles

Outline Give an overview or general description of the main characteristics or 
key points of something but not the detail.

Outline a brush and its uses.

A brush is a tool; it has a handle and a block of bristles. It would be used 
to apply a liquid or a powder to a surface or for arranging hair.  

Handle
Bristles
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Select Carefully choose as being the most suitable for a task or purpose. Select the most suitable hairbrush for straightening long hair whilst 
blow-drying.

State Give the main points clearly in sentences. Express in precise terms. State the characteristics of a brush. 

A brush is comprised of a handle and a head of bristles.

Paddle brush


